
Minutes of the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania             
Beaumont Presbyterian Church, Lexington, KY                                                         

February 4, 2020 

Convening of Presbytery  

The stated meeting of the Presbytery of Transylvania met at Beaumont 
Presbyterian Church, Lexington, KY, on Tuesday, February 4, 2020.  A quorum was 
present.  Moderator Linda Crawford called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM and led 
the opening prayer.   

Opening Business  

The roll of attendance for this meeting was formed. (see Appendix A)             

The Stated Clerk moved the docket with additions.  Docket approved as amended.  
Host pastor, teaching elder Stephen Fearing welcomed the presbytery to Beaumont 
Presbyterian Church.  First-time commissioners and other guests were recognized. 
The moderator led table discussion of the yearly theme “Life Together on Our 
Journey.”  Evening Prayer followed the discussions.  

Business Items 

The Stated Clerk moved the consent agenda: a) Stated Clerk's report, with 
recommendations to approve requests for excused absences; seat corresponding 
members and grant them the privilege of the floor; approve the minutes of the 
December 7, 2019, annual meeting; b) Leadership Development Ministry report; c) 
Pastoral Transitions Commission report; d) Commission on Preparation for 
Ministry report; e) POINT representative report; f) Administration/Treasurer’s 
report; g) Church Development and Revitalization report; h) Commission on 
Representation report; i) Synod of Living Waters commissioners report; j) 
Presbyterian Women report.  Motion passed.  

Teaching elder Stephen Sanders, moderator of Community Church, Bellefonte, 
moved that the presbytery approve the request of the congregation, seeking an 
exception to Book of Order G-2.0404 terms of service, so that three elders be 
permitted an additional term on session.  Second and motion passed.   

Teaching elder Caroline Kelly moved the following resolution:   

A Resolution Honoring Ruling Elder Jean Harney 
 
Whereas, Jean Harney was ordained an elder by the former Second Presbyterian 
Church of Danville, Kentucky; 
 



And, whereas Jean demonstrated skills in leadership and a spirit of compassion; 
 
And, whereas Jean was elected and served The Presbyterian Church of Danville, 
Kentucky, as clerk of session for thirty-five years;  
 
And, whereas Jean has faithfully recorded the transactions of the Danville session, 
keeping its rolls of membership and attendance, preserving its records, and 
reporting yearly statistical information to the General Assembly;  
 
And, whereas Jean has served alongside five installed pastors: Ben Jacobson, Al 
Thomas, Tom Farmer, Jim Stewart, and Caroline Kelly, and numerous interim 
pastors and associate pastors, together with these ministers exercising leadership, 
government, spiritual discernment, discipline, and responsibilities for the life of the 
congregation;  
 
And, whereas Jean has participated in higher councils of the church, serving as 
commissioner to the Presbytery of Transylvania, the Synod of Living Waters, and 
the General Assembly; 
 
And, whereas Jean has sought to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love;  
 
Therefore: be it resolved that the Presbytery of Transylvania, does this fourth day of 
February, in the year 2020, direct this resolution be entered into the minutes of the 
Presbytery, honoring ruling elder Jean Harney, commending to all people her 
faithful service, and praying God’s richest blessings on her always.  Second, and 
motion passed.  The resolution will be framed and presented to Ms. Harney at an 
upcoming worship service at the Danville Church.   
 
Teaching elder Philip Lotspeich reported for the Nicholasville Vision Team.  The 
vision team moved the following motion: the Presbytery authorize the Nicholasville 
Vision Team, under the authority of the Coordinating Commission and with the 
guidance of the Church Development and Revitalization Ministry, to use the funds 
from the closing of the former Nicholasville Church to begin executing the plan as 
outlined in the following report.  Motion passed.  The Moderator called on vision 
team member teaching elder Beth Garrod-Logsdon to pray for the project after the 
affirmative vote.   
 
Teaching elder Donald Stanley reported for the General Assembly Overture Task 
Force and moved this motion:  the Presbytery of Transylvania concur with OVT-
005: on amending G-2.0301 Ruling elder defined to allow congregations to elect 
members as ruling elders for service to the larger church, sponsored by the Synod of 
Northeast.  Motion passed.   
 



The moderator opened the floor for announcements and publicity of upcoming 
events.   
 
Closing Business 
 
At 6:25 PM, and there being no further business, the stated clerk moved that the 
presbytery, following the service of evening prayer, stand adjourned until its next 
stated meeting.  Second, and motion passed.   
 

Submitted:  The Rev. Jerry L. Utt, II                     
Stated Clerk 
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