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| SUNDAY-John 1:19-34
MONDAY- Philippians 1:1-30
| TUESDAY- Philippians 2:1-30
‘: WEDNESDAY- Philippians 3:1-21
Church email: oslcelca@wcta.net | — . THURSDAY- Phl'llpplans 4:1-23
Office# 218-837-5831 il ;f,‘ I FRIDAY- Colossians 1:1-23
1 | F|SATURDAY- Colossians 1:24-2:5
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“to you is born this day in the city of David a savior, who is Christ, the Lord"

*This is always one of my favorite verses to proclaim in any worship service each year. It's the
p;orr?isE tlzjat comes to the shepherds on the night shift (and through them to us) from an angel
of the Lord.

| love the universality of it. "To you." Yeah, you. And you. And you. And you. It's for each one of
us. It's a promise that continually includes over and over again. It's a promise that brings new
life into old and empty routines.

These shepherds were living in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by night, just like
they had done so many nights before. And yet this night was different. This night changes his-

tory.

As we've been moving through this year, I've been thinking about how this year seems like a
pivot point for us as well. Just as nothin% was the same for those shepherds - indeed for the
whﬁle world - after that night, it seems like very little will be the same for us after this year as
well.

And yet.

'Il_'hedpromise still holds. To you is born this day in the city of David a savior, who is Christ, the
ord.

Last month, | was reading throu%h a book of essays bTy author James Baldwin and came across a
quote that stunned me, and feels quite appropriate for Christmas this year.

"An old world is dying, and a new one, kicking in the belly of its mother, time, announces that
it is ready to be born. This birth will not be easy, and many of us are doomed to discovery
that we are exceedingly clumsy midwives. No matter, so long as we accept that our responsi-
bilitl‘y.is tok ;l?ef' newborn: the acceptance of responsibility contains the key to the necessarily
evolving skill." *

That promise of a child born this day is all well and good. But | think many of us often feel like
exceedingly clumsy midwives in the face of such a promise.

And yet or, as Baldwin says, "No matter."
Because while this promise is to us, it is not only about us.
There's this newborn in it with us.

So when we feel like exceedingly clumsg midwives and we aren't sure the next right thing, no
matter. Our responsibility is to the newborn.

Our job is simply to walk with the newborn king.
Our job is simply to be present in the midst of our exceeding clumsiness.

Because we are part of this story, but we are not the hero. That's God. God is the one who
acts, the one who is born, the one who saves.

And that is certainly the good news we need this Christmas.

Grace + Peace,
Pastor Eric

* From James Baldwin's No Name in the Street
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